Georgetown Charter Township
1515 Baldwin St., Jenison, MI 49428
Finance Committee Meeting Agenda
July 3, 2018, 8:15 a.m.

1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval Of The Minutes Of The Previous Meeting
4. Policy 2018-01, Georgetown Township Planning Commission And Zoning Board Of Appeals
Compensation Policy

Motion:
To recommend to the Township Board to
Policy 2018-01,
Georgetown Township Planning Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals Compensation
Policy.
Documents:
POLICY 2018-01.PDF
5. Privatization Of The Ice Center (Board Goal)
6. Resolution Tentatively Establishing Fusion Properties/Denso International America Inc.
Industrial Facilities District

Motion: to recommend to the Township Board to the resolution to tentatively establish
the district and to set a public hearing date of August 13, 2018.
Documents:
1ESTDIST FUSION.PDF
IFT DISTRICT MAP.PDF
7. Resolution Supporting The Grand River Waterway Project

Motion: To recommend to the Township Board to approve the resolution supporting the
Grand River Waterway Project.
Documents:
SUPPORT - GRAND RIVER WATERWAY PROJECT.PDF
8. 2019 Budget Schedule

Motion:
To recommend to the Township Board to approve the 2019 Budget
Schedule as follows:

8. 2019 Budget Schedule

Motion:
To recommend to the Township Board to approve the 2019 Budget
Schedule as follows:

August 20, 2018

Special Meeting 5 p.m. Board Budget Workshop

August 27, 2018

Regular Board Meeting Tentative Board Approval

September 10, 2018 Regular Meeting Public Hearing
9. Communications, Letters And Reports
9.I. Flag Request
Documents:
EVANS EMAIL FLAG VET PLAZA.PDF
FLAG VET PLAZA LEGAL.PDF
10. Public Comments
11. Other Business
11.I. Board Goals:
1.
12. Adjournment

Sale of 200 Baldwin Street excess property.

Policy 2018-01
GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION AND
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
COMPENSATION POLICY
Adopted
with motion
Statement of Policy:
This policy is formulated to encourage Planning Commission (PC) members and Zoning Board of
Appeals (ZBA) members to participate in training session in order to understand their roles and to be
better prepared for meetings.
It is the policy of the Georgetown Township Board (Board) to compensate PC members for attendance
at official Township PC meetings and ZBA members for attendance at official Township ZBA meetings.
It is the policy of the Board to compensate PC and ZBA members for attendance at a training session, in
specific instances, excluding Township Board members who serve on the Planning Commission or
Zoning Board of Appeals, when approved by the Township Superintendent.
It is also the policy to pay some fees for training sessions and to reimburse some specifically noted
expenses when approved by the Township Superintendent.
Per Diem per Meeting
Per Diem is paid at a rate of $85.00 for a PC member’s attendance at an official Township PC meeting
and for a ZBA member’s attendance at an official Township ZBA meetings.
Per Diem is where the start of the first meeting until completion of the last meeting is four or less
consecutive hour’s elapsed time, regardless of the number of meetings.
Training Sessions
If attendance at a training session is approved by the Township Superintendent prior to the date of the
training session for a PC or ZBA member:
1. The member is paid at a rate of
($50.00 ?) for attendance at the training session for each
four or less consecutive hours of training. Township Board members who serve on the PC or ZBA
are exempt from payment for attending a training session.
2. The Township will either pay the fee or reimburse the PC or ZBA member for the cost of the
training session.
3. Mileage is payable for travel to and from the location of the training session at the current rate
allowed by Internal Revenue Service Regulations. Mileage should be properly recorded on the
mileage log sheet showing the date, destination, reason for the trip, mileage and submitted to the
Superintendent.

Time Limitation for Reimbursement Requests
Any request for payment or reimbursement of a legitimate reimbursable expense shall be submitted to the
Township office within sixty (60) days from the date of the occurrence. Any request for reimbursement
of an expense made after sixty (60) days from the date of the occurrence shall not be paid.
Effective
This policy shall become effective upon adoption by the Township Board.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GEORGETOWN
OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
RESOLUTION TENETATIVELY ESTABLISHING
FUSION PROPERTIES/DENSO INTERNATIONAL AMERICA, INC.
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES DISTRICT
At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Georgetown, County of
Ottawa, Michigan, held at the Township Office in said Township on the July 9, 2018, at 7:30 p.m.
Present:
Absent:
The following preamble and resolution were offered by member

, and seconded by

:

WHEREAS, the State of Michigan, by adopting Act 198 of 1974, has encouraged
industrial expansion by creating tax incentive; and
WHEREAS, Georgetown Charter Township also encourages industrial expansion where
that expansion is consistent with local planning; and
WHEREAS, Fusion Properties/Danso International America, Inc. has requested the
establishment of the Fusion Properties/Danso International America, Inc.. Industrial District; and
WHEREAS, no construction, acquisition, alteration or installation of the new facility was
commenced at the time of filing the application for the district, and that no construction,
acquisition, alteration or installation of the new facility has been commenced at this time; and
WHEREAS, the petitioner agrees to reimburse the Township for normal costs involved in
establishment of said district in accordance with Act 198 of 1974; and
WHEREAS, the proposed construction will constitute a speculative building as defined in
Section 3 (8) of Act 198 of 1974;
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Township Board give tentative approval for the establishment
of an Industrial District for Fusion Properties/Danso International America, Inc.,
BE IF RESOLUVED, that a public hearing be held on August 13, 2018, in accordance
with Act 198 of 1974 to hear public opinion on the establishment of this district.
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:
MOTION CARRIED AND RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Richard VanderKlok, Clerk
Georgetown Township

I, Richard VanderKlok, Clerk of Georgetown Charter Township, hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution was adopted at a board meeting of the Georgetown Charter Township Board held on
July 9, 2018.

Richard VanderKlok, Clerk
Georgetown Township
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GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP
1515 Baldwin Street
Jenison, Michigan 49428
At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Georgetown,
County of Ottawa, Michigan, held at the Township Office in said Township on the
August 13, 2018, at 7:30 p.m.
Present:
Absent:
The following preamble and resolution were offered by member
by
:

, and seconded

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING
THE GRAND RIVER WATERWAY PROJECT
WHEREAS, the Grand River Waterway Project is an initiative that will benefit
West Michigan by safely linking the Grand River water course from Lake Michigan to
downtown Grand Rapids; and
WHEREAS, the Grand River Waterway Project proposes to enhance shallowdraft navigation along a 22.5 mile stretch of the Grand River between the Fulton Street
Bridge in Grand Rapids to the Bass River Tributary in Ottawa County for the purpose of
improved recreational boating and fishing; and
WHEREAS, the Grand River has recently been the focus of renewed interest as a
source of enhanced recreation; and
WHEREAS, the resulting exponential growth in dollars generated from
recreational boating and tourism and related commercial activity merits the support and
influence of this body; and
WHEREAS, the scenic and recreational value of this stretch of the Grand River
has untapped potential to improve the quality of life for West Michigan residents; and
WHEREAS, a sensitivity to the protection of water quality and fish and wildlife
habitats along the river course is an integral part of the Grand River Waterway Project;
and
WHEREAS, a State-funded feasibility study has been completed and a study to
investigate the environmental and economic impacts is underway; and
WHEREAS, the State of Michigan has appropriated $1.15 million for further
environmental testing and dredging in the Fiscal Year 2019 State budget; and

Resolution No.

NOW THEREFORE LET IT BE RESOLVED, the Georgetown Township Board
supports in concept all efforts to explore and implement the objectives of the Grand River
Waterway Project; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Georgetown Township Board supports
the Grand River Waterway Project in its efforts to work towards the goal of creating and
maintaining a safe, navigable waterway along the Grand River connecting West
Michigan to Lake Michigan and the Great Lakes.
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:
MOTION CARRIED AND RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.

Richard VanderKlok, Clerk
Georgetown Township
I, Richard VanderKlok, Clerk of Georgetown Charter Township, hereby certify that the
foregoing Resolution was adopted at a board meeting of the Georgetown Charter
Township Board held on July 9, 2018.

Richard VanderKlok, Clerk
Georgetown Township
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6/6/18
I asked this question on the Jenison Informed and For the Love of Georgetown Township facebook pages
as this is something that has been bothering me for quite some time – actually, since the installation of
the memorial. Becky Steele mentioned that this is something that I should ask of you via email or
phone, so I’m following up on that advice.
The flag is supposed to be flown at half-staff until noon on Memorial Day, and then raised. But, there
are plenty of other days when the Office of the President of the United States and/or the Governor of
the State of Michigan deem that the U.S. flag (and other flags) should be flown at half-staff, usually to
honor a fallen U.S. Service Member. See subsection 175.m of the U.S. Flag Code:
http://www.usflag.org/uscode36.html#175
Since my employer also displays the flag of this and other nations, and abides by the U.S. Flag Code specifically the part about raising the flag to half-staff to honor folks - I've always found it a bit
odd/ironic that the Georgetown Township Veteran's Memorial flags are never flown at half-staff on
dates when the U.S. Flag Code dictates that they should be.
Can you please explain why this is the case at the Georgetown Township Veteran’s Memorial?
I look forward to hearing from you,
sme
Shawn Evans
Georgetown Township Resident/Voter
6/12/18
Thank you, Dan, for taking the time to talk through this concern with me. I appreciate your willingness
to bring this matter to the Finance Committee to see what can be done to ensure that the flags at all
installations of our local government are doing what can be done to abide by the calls from the POTUS’s
office and the Governor’s office to lower flags at half-staff.
My count from us.halfstaff.org shows 12 days that flags were to be displayed at half-staff during 2017. I
clicked on the MI page, and do not see additional calls dictated by the Governor’s office (although, often
the Governor’s office repeats the call that comes from the Office of the President.) I could be mistaken
– perhaps there are many more calls to display flags at half-staff than I am aware of – so, some research
should be conducted. This should be simple, particularly if someone is already receiving the emails from
the Office of the President/Office of the Governor with regard to the flags displayed at the Georgetown
Township offices.
It remains my sincere preference that our local branch of government take action to ensure that the
flags at all public installations are displayed at half-staff, when called to do so by the POTUS and/or
Governor and in accordance with the U.S. Flag Code.
Again, in sincere appreciation of your time today, as well as your continued service to our local
community.
sme

From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Cliff Bloom
Daniel Carlton
FW: Georgetown Charter Township-the United States Flag-lowering to half mast
Friday, June 15, 2018 9:51:15 AM

Dan-

You have asked whether Georgetown Charter Township (the “Township”) is obligated
to lower the United States Flag to half-staff when directed by either the federal or state
governments. More specifically, you have asked whether such lowering of the flag is
mandatory for a flag that is not located at one of the Township’s main offices or facilities, but
rather at a Township-owned Veterans Park.
The U.S. Flag Code, which details the manner in which the U.S. Flag should be treated
and handled, is not an enforceable law. The U.S. Flag Code is codified at 4 USC §1, et seq.
Accordingly, the provisions of the Flag Code are established as federal law within the U.S.
However, the Flag Code lacks any enforcement or penalty provisions. The Flag Code is
widely seen as simply providing guidance for non-federal offices and properties.
In Michigan, the office of the Governor addresses U.S. Flag etiquette in Executive
Order No. 2013-10 (“Executive Order”). Under Section I(A) of the Executive Order, the
Governor may require that the U.S. Flag be “displayed at half-staff throughout the state of
Michigan;” however, under that section, the term “throughout the state of Michigan” means
“all state buildings, grounds, and facilities.” (Emphasis added). This requirement notably does
not apply to non-state of Michigan property. However, Section I(D) of the Executive Order
states that “[w]hen this Order provides for the flag to be displayed at half-staff on a statewide
basis, Michigan residents, businesses, schools, local governments, and other organizations also
are urged to display the flag at half-staff.” (Emphasis added). Accordingly, we do not believe
that local governments are required to adhere to the Governor’s Executive Order, but may do
so if they wish.
For the Township’s reference, the Executive Order No. 2013-10
(https://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-277-57577_28502-317770--,00.html) and 4 USC
§ 7 (https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/4/7) address the times and manner in which U.S.
Flags should be lowered to half-staff.
You also asked whether, within the above guidelines, the Township is permitted to
“distinguish” or treat differently certain Township property containing a U.S. Flag. For
instance, if the Township does decide to follow the Flag Code or the Governor’s Executive
Order 2013-10, do the flag regulations apply equally at the Township Hall and other, more
remote, Township facilities? We have been unable to find any authority suggesting that a
local unit of government that decides to “follow” proper flag protocol is subsequently “locked
in” to following said protocol for each flag under its control. As stated above, the rules
regarding U.S. Flag protocol are guidelines only; a local unit of government can choose to
follow the Flag Code or not, without fear of punishment (other than political pushback from
citizens). As stated above, Section I(D) of the Michigan Governor’s Executive Order simply
states that “local governments” are “urged” to display the flag at half-staff in conjunction with
the Flag Code or Governor’s order. The use of the term “local government” may imply that
the entirety of that local government should comply with flag protocol, which would
theoretically include all flags subject to that local unit of government’s control. However,

because this is a voluntary matter, we believe that a local unit of government is free to not
comply, or, if it chooses, comply only to the extent that it deems feasible or practical.
Please do not hesitate to contact me should you or any other Township officials have any
further questions regarding the display of the United States Flag.    -Cliff

15 Ionia Ave. SW, Suite 640 . Grand Rapids, MI 49503
cliff@bloomsluggett.com
P (616) 965-9342
F (616) 965-9352
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