Georgetown Charter Township
1515 Baldwin St., Jenison, MI 49428
Services Committee Meeting Agenda
February 16, 2021, 4:15 p.m.

1. Notice Of Change Of Location For The February 16, 2021, Services Committee Meeting
The Services Committee will host their February 16, 2021, meeting at GT Connections
(the Georgetown Township Senior Center) which is located at 7100 8th Avenue, in
Jenison.
When turning off from 8th Avenue, meeting attendees will find GT Connections located at
the end of the parking lot.
2. Call To Order
3. Roll Call
4. Approval Of The Minutes Of The Previous Meeting
Documents:
SC201210MINUTES.PDF
5. Review Extension Requests For Renters At 1300 Maplewood Drive
Documents:
GHF, HOPE FARMS GR - PROPOSAL .PDF
WORMIES REQUEST FOR EXTENSION.PDF
GHF LETTER OF SUPPORT - WORMIES LLC .PDF
LETTER OF SUPPORT - WORMIES.PDF
LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR WORMIES.PDF
WORMIES LETTER OF SUPPORT.PDF
6. Discuss Play Surfacing At Township Parks
7. Discuss Sound Dampening Options For Senior Center
Documents:
QUELL ACOUSTICS QUOTE.PDF
8. Approve Baldwin Entrance Property Maintenance Contract
Documents:
BALDWIN ENTRANCE BID TAB.PDF
9. Discuss Library Budget
Documents:

BALDWIN ENTRANCE BID TAB.PDF
9. Discuss Library Budget
Documents:
LIBRARY PRINT AND DIGITAL EXPENDITURES COMPARISON.PDF
10. Communications, Letters And Reports
11. Public Comments
12. Other Business
13. Adjournment

MINUTES OF THE GEORGETOWN TOWNSHIP SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m.
Present:
Becky Steele, Ryan Kidd, members
Absent:
John Schwalm
Also present: Daniel Carlton; Superintendent; Rod Weersing, Assistant Superintendent
#201210-01 - Approval of the minutes of the September 10, 2020 Services Committee meeting.
The Assistant Superintendent asked if there were any objections to the minutes and there were no
objections to the minutes being approved.
#201210-02 – Request to Extend the Use Agreement for the 44th Ave. Soccer Field
Moved by Ryan Kidd, seconded by Becky Steele, to recommend to the Township Board to approve
a one year extension of the use Agreement.
Yeas:
Absent:

Becky Steele, Ryan Kidd
John Schwalm

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
#201210-03 – Leasing 1300 Maplewood Dr.
Moved by Becky Steele, seconded by Ryan Kidd, to recommend to the Township Board to allow
farming on the property to be limited to Roger Victory.
Yeas:
Absent:

Becky Steele, Ryan Kidd
John Schwalm

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
#201210-04 – Quote from Quell Acoustics to Add Sound Dampening Panels at the Senior Center
Moved by Becky Steele, seconded by Ryan Kidd, to hold a future services committee meeting at the
Senior Center so that committee members can become familiar with the facility.
Yeas:
Absent:

Becky Steele, Ryan Kidd
John Schwalm

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
#201210-05 – Public Notice for Senior Transportation Program
Moved by Becky Steele, seconded by Ryan Kidd, to recommend to the Township Board to approve
the publication of the notice which is part of the process to pursue obtaining the transportation
grants.

December 10, 2020 Services Committee Minutes

Yeas:
Absent:
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Becky Steele, Ryan Kidd
John Schwalm

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
#201210-06 – Fire Department LUCAS Device Request
Moved by Becky Steele, seconded by Ryan Kidd, to recommend to the Township Board to approve
the Quote to purchase three LUCAS devices.
Yeas:
Absent:

Becky Steele, Ryan Kidd
John Schwalm

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.
#201210-07 – Set 2021 Meeting Schedule
The consensus of the committee is to meet at 4:15 p.m. on the Tuesday preceding the fourth
Monday of each month.
#201210-08 – Communications, Letters and Reports
#201210-09 – Public Comment
There were members of the public present and there were public comments.
#201210-10 – Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 4:44 p.m.

February 7, 2021
Dear Georgetown Township Services Committee,

I am writing in regard to the Township’s recent purchase of 1300 Maplewood Dr., Jenison.
Mr. Dan Carlton, Superintendent of Georgetown Township, has informed us of the June 1

deadline to vacate the property. We are grateful for your generosity and the opportunity to
continue operating on the Township’s property until that time. Due to the financial impact on

our growing business, and the deadline to vacate falling in the midst of the growing season, we
would like to request an extension through December 31, 2021. We are also open to a

longer-term partnership if that made sense for your vision for this property. We believe a lease

extension will be mutually beneficial for ourselves, the current synergy of tenants, neighborhood
and our shared vision for the place.

We are currently farming the north 3 acre area of the farm and an area adjacent the WORMIES
greenhouse close to Maplewood Lake. We have access to the barn for storage, washing and

processing products, and to the greenhouse near the barn for plant propagation. Previously
wrapped into our lease was tractor use, irrigation equipment, and cooler - all of which will be

unavailable this season. For 2021, we hope to continue renting as we have for the past 6 years,
and will work with you to come to a mutually agreed upon rental cost.

We started renting from Michael VanderBrug in 2014 through Bethany Christian Services called
Hope Farms GR. We provided land access to resettled refugees with agricultural backgrounds.
Over the years, the program has seen many changes in structure and ownership and has

continued to grow. In 2020 Hope Farms GR utilized 2 acres and supported 11 families, all from

Burundi. These families grow food for their families and to sell into our community. In 2017 my
wife and I started our own business growing herbs and cut flowers under the name Golden Hour
Farm. We utilized 1 acre in 2020. In addition, our business has been growing despite the

shutdowns. We hired our first employee in 2020 and will have 2 additional employees for this
season. A timely extension allows us to carry on with our business in the midst of a difficult
economic time.

Mr. Carlton mentioned the possible hurdle that the township may have tax complications in
receiving rental payments for rent as they are tax exempt. This summer we developed a

partnership with a local non-profit to act as a fiduciary for Hope Farms GR. As a solution to any
tax issues for receiving payment, we have a letter from our 501(c)3 partner, Treetops Collective.
The organization is willing to accept the responsibility for the lease on behalf of Golden Hour
Farm and Hope Farms GR. Under this arrangement, they would be the sole responsible party

and sublease to us. This would provide accountability and liability coverage, and we would be
hired by them to continue to provide co-management, land, and greenhouse access to refugees

for growing food in addition to developing collaborative opportunities. In this proposal the land
will continue to be maintained for beauty and our local economy, community gardeners will

continue to have access to land, and the township does not need to be concerned with financial
arrangements due to their tax-exempt status. We believe this to be the most ideal arrangement
possible. It will benefit all parties and provide the most opportunity to grow future
collaboration.
As an example of the possibilities, Mr. Carlton also mentioned board interest in the township
itself implementing community gardens. We love this idea and are open to conversations about
partnering to develop this idea into a reality. It is something a couple of neighbors have
mentioned in passing.

Last, I would like to address the scrap and junk around the farm. These items are not the

property of Golden Hour Farm. We at Golden Hour are committed to maintaining a neat and

orderly operation and have coordinated with WORMIES to help clean several dumpsters full of
previous tenant’s debris to date.
The extension of this lease benefits our small businesses, as land access is difficult for new
farmers. 1300 Maplewood has been an ideal location for connecting our growing business to our
customers and in helping it to become a sustainable asset for our community. It is our desire to
see this land well cared for, as it has cared well for us. We are grateful for your vision for the

future of 1300 Maplewood and hope to aid in its transition to becoming a strong asset for our

community. We believe our knowledge and experience in community projects, land stewardship,
and investment in this location will benefit you toward this vision.

If you have questions or need more information, please feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,
Scott Townley
Founder & Co-Owner
Golden Hour Farm
(616) 826-7219

goldenhourherbs.com

goldenhourfarm616@gmail.com

Feb 5, 2021
To Whom it May Concern:
On behalf of Treetops Collective, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Hope Farms
GR, in addition to Golden Hour Farm and Wormies, LLC as they pursue a continued lease at

1364 Maplewood Drive. As leaders of community based refugee support work in West Michigan,
we love the work that Hope Farms GR is doing to support refugee farmers in accessing land and
resources needed for growing food for their families and small businesses. We are committed to
collaborating with Hope Farms GR to develop their vision for community-based farming in our
community.

As a sign of our partnership and commitment we are willing to assume responsibility for the

lease on behalf of Hope Farms GR supported by the owners of Golden Hour Farm as described

in their lease extension proposal. This would make financials simpler for all parties involved as
Hope Farms GR does not carry tax exempt status. We understand the barriers to land access for
farmers as well as healthy food for those less fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott
and Christian, along with Luis from Wormies, will strive to partner and collaborate in effective
ways with others in their community, growing healthy foods, providing garden spaces and
education for others and creating a beautiful place for others to grow.

We are uniquely qualified because we have been partnering with women who have experienced
refugee resettlement, who have known the deep pain of losing land and ownership, and access
to healthy native foods, and know what a gift Hope Farms has been in the midst of finding a

sense of home again. New Americans want to be good stewards and actively seek opportunities
to improve their lives and outcomes, and Hope Farms has been a welcomed opportunity for
them. We are passionate about their work and are astounded at their commitment. Their
mission aligns with our values of wholeness, cross-cultural connection, creativity, and

redemptive influence - using the pain of our stories to bring about beauty in this world.
This community partnership is essential for the sustainability of these small farmers. And
Treetops Collective is enthusiastic about working with these entities.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (734) 718-5780 or tarah@treetopscollective.org if you have
any questions or if our organization’s 501(c)3 status could be of assistance in assuring this land
continues to be stewarded toward this mission.
Sincerely,

Tarah Carnahan

Executive Director and Co-Founder

February 8, 2021

To Whom It May Concern,
On behalf of Golden Hour Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to WORMIES as
it pursues a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As farmers, we are committed to

collaborating with WORMIES to develop their vision for community service and organic
composting in West Michigan.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. We are supportive of and aligned with their mission to improve

organic waste management and farming practices through the vermicompost process, education
and community building. And we recognize that this mission would not be possible without the
support of this local community.

We are uniquely qualified because we have worked well with Luis and his crew in sharing the
land at 1364 Maplewood Dr. I have personally worked with Luis for years before WORMIES
existed. He is a person of integrity and vision for his business and community. We are

passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of providing the highest

quality local agricultural products to our communities. Our partnership i s essential for the

sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Golden Hour Farm is enthusiastic about working with WORMIES moving forward. Please do
not hesitate to contact me at g
 oldenhourfarm616@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Scott Townley
Owner, Co-Founder

Golden Hour Farm

January 15, 2021
Dear Township Officials,
I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm as it pursues a continued
lease at 1300 Maplewood Drive. As the former owner of this property, I support Scott and

Christian’s vision for community-based farming in Georgetown Township, as well as the
broader Grand Rapids community.
Having farmed myself for many years, I understand the barriers to land access for farmers as
well as the importance of healthy food for those less fortunate in our community. I believe Scott
and Christian will strive to partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their

community, growing healthy foods, providing community garden spaces and education, while
also creating a healthy place for others to grow.
Since Scott started renting property from me in 2014, he has shown his commitment to the

surrounding community, an ability to manage his business, and he has managed the property
well, taking care of challenges quickly.
I believe that a partnership with Scott and Christian would create an abundance of
opportunities for Georgetown Township including programming for the Jenison Public schools,
composting community waste, and educating the community about agriculture, while they
thoughtfully maintain the property they lease.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Michael Vanderbrug
216 East Putnam Ave.
Greenwich, CT 06830
616-634-1834

michael.vanderbrug@gmail.com

January 14, 2021
Dear Georgetown Township Officials,
I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies,
LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As

community members of Jenison and Georgetown township, we are committed to collaborating
with these entities to develop their vision for community-based farming, community gardens
and composting in our neighborhood.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott and Luis’ passion to partner and collaborate
in effective ways with others in our community by growing healthy foods, creating resources for
community and home gardeners, gardening spaces and sustainability education for others is
needed in our community.

Over the past 6 years we have grown to know and trust - Luis, Scott, Christian and Cheryl and
their employees- and value their place in our community.
We are uniquely qualified to give this feedback because this is our home and we are passionate
about keeping these kinds of businesses in our backyards. Their mission aligns with our values.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-457-1175 or camast@aol.com if you have any
questions.
Sincerely,
Charles A. Mast
1445 Ridgewood Drive, Jenison, MI 49428

1/14/21
Dear Georgetown Township Officials,
I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies,
LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As

community members of Jenison and Georgetown township, we are committed to collaborating
with these entities to develop their vision for community-based farming, community gardens
and composting in our neighborhood.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott and Luis’ passion to partner and collaborate
in effective ways with others in our community by growing healthy foods, creating resources for
community and home gardeners, gardening spaces and sustainability education for others is
needed in our community.

Over the past 6 years we have grown to know and trust - Luis, Scott, Christian and Cheryl and
their employees- and value their place in our community.

We are uniquely qualified to give this feedback because this is our home and we are passionate

about keeping these kinds of businesses in our backyards. Their mission aligns with our values.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-299-0596 or Jackn@broadviewproduct.com if you
have any questions.
Sincerely,
Jack Nyenhuis
1441 Broadview Dr.
Jenison, MI. 49428

January 6, 2021
To Whom it May Concern,
On behalf of Access of West Michigan, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Hope
Farms GR, in addition to Golden Hour Farm and Wormies, LLC as they pursue a continued lease
at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As leaders of community based refugee support work in West
Michigan, we love the work that Hope Farms GR is doing to support refugee farmers in
accessing land and resources needed for growing food for their families and small businesses.
We are committed to collaborating with Hope Farms GR to develop their vision for communitybased farming in our community.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less
fortunate in our community. And we believe Scott and Christian, along with Luis from Wormies,
will strive to partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful place
for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because of our role in supporting local sustainable agricultural
practices through our Good Food initiative. Over the last 5 years Access has been an influential
leader in West Michigan through our work to cultivate solutions to poverty through supporting
and promoting justice-oriented food systems engagement. We believe that Hope Farms GR is an
important part of the food system in West Michigan and we are passionate about their work.
Their mission aligns with our values of making healthy food available to all, cultivating fair
labor practices, and supporting environmentally sound farming.
This community partnership is essential for the sustainability of these small farmers. And Access
of West Michigan is enthusiastic about working with these entities.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Emma García
Co-Executive Director
Access of West Michigan

January 19, 2021
Georgetown Township Officials,
On behalf of Michigan State University Extension, I am pleased to provide this Letter
of Support for the work of Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and
Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive.
MSU Extension has worked with each of these organizations over the years and have
witnessed first-hand the important work that they are doing to develop a more holistic
and community focused food and agriculture system in West Michigan. The
continued establishment of these business in Georgetown Township would provide
the area with important access to farm products and help maintain the rural and
agrarian character of the township. We are committed to continued collaboration with
this group of farmers to develop their vision for community-based farming in the
Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a
beautiful place for others to grow.

MSU EXTENSION
COMMUNITY
FOOD SYSTEMS
WORKGROUP

www.msue.msu.edu

We are uniquely qualified to offer this support because of our long-term relationship
with the different organizations and we are passionate about their work. Their mission
aligns with our values of community sustainability, health, education and economic
development.
MSU Extension is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms,
Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me by phone (814-777-3562) or email
(zieglerg@msu.edu) if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Georgetown Township Officials,

December 31, 2020

On behalf of the Fulton Street Farmers Market, I am pleased to provide this Letter of
Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as
they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. All four of these businesses
have sold at our 98-year-old market and we are committed to collaborating with this
group of farmers to develop their vision for community-based farming in the
Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful
place for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because we know and understand the value that each of these
businesses provide to our community. These businesses have worked tirelessly for years
to steward the property at 1364 Maplewood Drive and we are passionate about their
work. Their mission aligns with our values of stewardship, good food, transparency, and
sense of place. And so, we feel strongly that this community partnership is essential for
the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand
Rapids.
The Fulton Street Farmers Market is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour
Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616.454.4118 and/or at
dana@fultonstreetmarket.org if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Dana Eardley
Executive Director & Market Manager

Date: January 13, 2021
Green Wagon Farm
4960 Quiggle Ave SE
Ada, MI 49301

Georgetown Township Officials,
On behalf of Green Wagon Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to
Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue
a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As former employers, friends and
colleagues, we are committed to collaborating with this group of farmers to develop their
vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing healthy
foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful place
for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because we also seek to provide food for our community in a
sustainable way and have been established in our community for over ten years and we
are passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of stewarding the
land, providing access to food and or land for our community, so, we feel strongly that
this community partnership is essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the
betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Green Wagon Farm is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms,
Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-540-5072 or chad@greenwagonfarm.com if
you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Chad Anderson
Owner, Green Wagon Farm

19 January,2O27

Georgetown Township 0ffi cials,
On behalf of Tortoise and Hare Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope
Fartns, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As fellow
members of the West Michigan Growers Group, we are cornmitted to collaborating with this group of farmers to
develop their vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for rhose less fortunate in our
comrnuniry. We believe that these businesses

will strive to partner and collaborate in effective

ways

with others in

their communiry growing healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful
place for others to grow.
Their mission aligns with our values of environmental sustainabiliry communiry engagement, and providing
important, healthy, community-focused services and products. We feel strongly that this communiry partnership is
essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of ]enison and greater Grand Rapids.
Tortoise and Hare Farm is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC, and
Grand River Floral.
Piease do not hesitate to contact me at 847-302-9673 ar tortoiseandharefarm@gmail.com
Sincerely,

Brett Ziegler
Tortoise and Hare Farm

if you have any questions.

Stillwind Farm LLC
Muskegon, Michigan
stillwindfarm@gmail.com

Georgetown Township Officials,

01/10/2021

On behalf of Stillwind Farm LLC, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to
Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they pursue
a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As a friend and fellow West Michigan
farmer, we are committed to collaborating with this group of farmers to develop their
vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.
We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those
less fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to
partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing
healthy foods, providing garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful
place for others to grow.
We are uniquely qualified because previously we have worked alongside or for multiple
listed farms. Their consistent passion for growing, community, and tending to the
natural world leads us to be passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our
values of caring for the soil, long-term sustainability / relationships, farming with the
broader community in mind, and the commitment to continued learning. And so, we
feel strongly that this community partnership is essential for the sustainability of the
farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Stillwind Farm LLC is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope
Farms, Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at 616-402-7315 or s tillwindfarm@gmail.com if you
have any questions.
Sincerely,
Mikayla Rowden, Farmer/Owner of Stillwind Farm LLC

Woke Wellness LLC

Georgetown Township Officials,

Date 1/10/21

On behalf of Woke Wellness/ The Wokestead Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of

Support to Golden Hour Farm, Hope Farms, Wormies, LLC and Grand River Floral as they
pursue a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As a fellow farmer, and a supporter of the
above entities, we are committed to collaborating with this group of farmers to develop their
vision for community-based farming in the Maplewood neighborhood.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. And we believe that these businesses will strive to partner and
collaborate in effective ways with others in their community, growing healthy foods, providing
garden spaces and education for others and creating a beautiful place for others to grow.

We are uniquely qualified because our livelihoods are dependent on our, work, our space, and
the support we receive from the surrounding community, the same as the listed entities also
depend on, and we are passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of

Woke Wellness/The Wokestead Farm And so, we feel strongly that this community partnership
is essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater
Grand Rapids.

Woke Wellness/ The Wokestead, is enthusiastic about working with Golden Hour Farm, Hope
Farms, Wormies, LLC, and Grand River Floral.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at231-215-6008 or w
 mwokewellness@gmail.com if you have
any questions.
Sincerely,
Samantha Otto
Owner/Farmer

Woke Wellness/The Wokestead Farm
231-215-6008

wmwokewellness@gmail.com

1364 MAPLEWOOD DR.
Jenison, MI 49428
(616) 322-1677
INFO@THEWORMIES.COM

February 07, 2021

Dear Members of the Georgetown Township Board:
I am writing in regard to the Township’s recent purchase of 1364 Mapelwood Dr. WORMIES
currently occupies the greenhouse in the wetland area closest to the paved path surrounding
Maplewood Lake. Mr. Dan Carlton, Sup. of Georgetown Township, has informed WORMIES of the
June 1st deadline to vacate the property. I am extremely grateful for your generosity and the
opportunity to continue operating on the Township’s property until June 1st. Due to the financial
impact on our growing business, the deadline to vacate falling in the middle of the growing season,
and our positive impact in the local community, I would like to request an extension through
November, 1st 2021. Upon the approval of this extension request, WORMIES is willing to pay what
we have paid in rent previously, $300 per month, to the Township for the months of February
through October 2021. This will allow the company to finalize the search for a new location while
continuing to support our partners and customers.
WORMIES is a minority-owned, young, and rapidly expanding local business in a critical phase of
growth. WORMIES currently services over 300 households, schools, and businesses as well as
employs six individuals. We have been fortunate to maintain a lean operation allowing us to test
markets as well as prepare for this impending move. Although 2020 was a record year for both sales
and landfill diversion, it also presented some challenges that took energy away from our goal of
relocating. I am actively looking with our agent and WORMIES is ready to lease and qualified to
borrow. A few more months on the farm will increase the chances of making a successful move
without incurring any disruption in inventory during the growing season, which could potentially
cost partnerships.
WORMIES is entering the busiest portion of the year, which is late February through October. The
vermicompost process can take up to six months to go from food scrap to worm casting. For timing
purposes, worm row stages are intentionally staggered in preparation for the seeding, planting, and

fertilizing seasons that lie ahead. Again, any disruption may result in falling short for customers,
jeopardizing the long term viability of the business.
WORMIES is a steward of both the community it services and the farm on which it currently resides.
Over the past three years, more than 750 cubic yards of organic waste has been diverted from
landfills. Instead, the organic matter was fed to worms and the valuable nutrients ultimately
returned to the food web. WORMIES work has also been acknowledged and awarded by the US
Composting Council, Partners Worldwide, Start Garden, and the Rodale Institute. WORMIES has
partnered with many local organizations that share a common mission of education, community
involvement, and problem solving. These partners include Frederik Meijer Gardens, Blandford
Nature Center, New City Farm, Grand Rapids Public Schools, Golden Hour Farm, Our Kitchen Table,
Dwelling Place, Local First of West MI, MSU Extension, and others. This extension would allow
WORMIES to continue serving the community as well as strengthening these relationships without
the risk of over extending resources.
Lastly, I would like to address the “junk” on the farm. These items are not the property of WORMIES,
but I am in contact with Mr. Vandenbrug to see how I can coordinate their removal. WORMIES is
committed to maintaining a neat and orderly operation and has helped clean several loads of
previous tenant’s debris to date.
WORMIES mission is to improve organic waste management and farming practices through the
vermicompost process, education, and community building. This mission is well under way, and
none of it would be possible without the support of this local community. Mr. Vandenburg’s
kindness and generosity allowed WORMIES to begin this journey with nothing but a hatchback and a
few five gallon buckets. With the help of Georgetown Township, through the form of an extension,
this mission can continue uninterrupted while maintaining profitability.
Any questions or feedback are welcome. Thank you for your consideration and ongoing generosity.

Sincerely,

Luis Chen
Founder and Owner

February 8, 2021

To Whom It May Concern,
On behalf of Golden Hour Farm, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to WORMIES as
it pursues a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As farmers, we are committed to

collaborating with WORMIES to develop their vision for community service and organic
composting in West Michigan.

We understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less

fortunate in our community. We are supportive of and aligned with their mission to improve

organic waste management and farming practices through the vermicompost process, education
and community building. And we recognize that this mission would not be possible without the
support of this local community.

We are uniquely qualified because we have worked well with Luis and his crew in sharing the
land at 1364 Maplewood Dr. I have personally worked with Luis for years before WORMIES
existed. He is a person of integrity and vision for his business and community. We are

passionate about their work. Their mission aligns with our values of providing the highest

quality local agricultural products to our communities. Our partnership i s essential for the

sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids.
Golden Hour Farm is enthusiastic about working with WORMIES moving forward. Please do
not hesitate to contact me at g
 oldenhourfarm616@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Scott Townley
Owner, Co-Founder

Golden Hour Farm

334 Burton St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49507
January 14, 2021

On behalf of Our Kitchen Table, I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Wormies
Vermicompost Farm as it pursues a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As a grassroots nonprofit
helping folks grow food in Grand Rapids southeast neighborhoods, we are committed to collaborating
with Wormies to develop their vision for community-based composting and healthy local soil close by in
the Jenison area. Compost is one of the costlier investments we make in our clients’ gardens—and it is
hard to find compost that we can trust. Wormies has helped us with both of these issues.
I understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less fortunate in
our community. I believe Luis will strive to partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in the
community, by diverting food scraps from hundreds of households to make healthy compost, providing
support to many community garden and area farms, and educating others in the best practices of soil
health and sustainable agriculture.
I met Luis several years ago as he was developing his business. He is energetic, passionate and caring for
the community. It has been exciting to watch Wormies grow and expand. The City of Grand Rapids is
hoping to support more and more households participating in composting, and Wormies provides an
excellent opportunity for our residents to be educated about the benefits of composting and get
started.
Wormies is a fantastic startup business and Luis is an excellent leader. Their mission aligns with some of
my hopes as an elected leader in the City of Grand Rapids. I can see that this community partnership is
essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand
Rapids. I am eager to see Wormies Vermicompost be able to continue their growth and expansion in
the area.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions and I would be happy to share my
enthusiasm for Wormies and hopes for their impact in the region.

Sincerely,
Lisa Oliver-King, MPH
Executive Director

OKTjustice.org

media @OKTjustice.org

616-206-3641

CITY OF GRAND RAPIDS

EXECUTIVE
OFFICE

January 13, 2021
Georgetown Township Board I am pleased to provide this Letter of Support to Wormies Vermicompost as it pursues a
continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As an elected leader in the City of Grand
Rapids, I am committed to collaborating with Wormies to develop their vision for
community-based composting in West Michigan.
I understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less
fortunate in our community. I believe Luis will strive to partner and collaborate in effective
ways with others in the community, by diverting food scraps from hundreds of households
to make healthy compost, providing support to many community garden and area farms,
and educating others in the best practices of soil health and sustainable agriculture.
I met Luis several years ago as he was developing his business. He is energetic,
passionate and caring for the community. It has been exciting to watch Wormies grow
and expand. The City of Grand Rapids is hoping to support more and more households
participating in composting, and Wormies provides an excellent opportunity for our
residents to be educated about the benefits of composting and get started.
Wormies is a fantastic startup business and Luis is an excellent leader. Their mission
aligns with some of my hopes as an elected leader in the City of Grand Rapids. I can see
that this community partnership is essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for
the betterment of Jenison and greater Grand Rapids. I am eager to see Wormies
Vermicompost be able to continue their growth and expansion in the area.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions and I would be happy to
share my enthusiasm for Wormies and hopes for their impact in the region.
Sincerely,

Kurt Reppart

1st Ward City Commissioner
kreppart@grand-rapids.mi.us
616.647.7304

616.456.3166 • www.grcity.us
6TH FLOOR CITY HALL, 300 MONROE AVENUE NW, GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49503

January 19, 2021
To Whom It May Concern,
On behalf of Dwelling Place, I am pleased to provide this letter of support to Wormies Vermicompost
Farm as it pursues a continued lease at 1364 Maplewood Drive. As an affordable housing provider that
has a community gardening program at 19 of our peroperties, we are committed to collaborating with
Wormies to develop their vision for community-based composting and healthy local soil in the greater
Grand Rapids area.
I understand the barriers to land access for farmers as well as healthy food for those less fortunate in
our community. I believe Luis will strive to partner and collaborate in effective ways with others in the
community by diverting food scraps from hundreds of households to make healthy compost, providing
support to many community garden and area farms, and educating others in the best practices of soil
health and sustainable agriculture.
I met Luis several years ago as he was developing his business. He is energetic, passionate and caring
for the community. It has been exciting to watch Wormies grow and expand. Dwelling Place is
hoping to support more of our community gardens and allow them to participate in composting.
Wormies has provided an excellent opportunity for our residents to be educated about the benefits of
composting and get started.
Wormies is a fantastic startup business and Luis is an excellent leader. I can see that this community
partnership is essential for the sustainability of the farmland and for the betterment of Jenison and
greater Grand Rapids. I am eager to see Wormies Vermicompost be able to continue their growth and
expansion in the area.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions and I would be happy to share my
enthusiasm for Wormies and hopes for their impact in the region.

Sincerely,

Jonathan DeHaan
Community Garden Coordinator

101 Sheldon Blvd. SE. Suite 2 · Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503
Ph (616) 454-0928 · Fax (616) 454-5249·TDD: 800 649-3777 · www.dwellingplacegr.org

Oct 12, 2020
Quote GT Senior Center
Contact Rod Weersing

Recreation Room
2x4 grey acoustical baffles 13” tall

42 units

$200 ea.

$8,400

4x84 grey air walls

42 units

$190 ea.

$7,980

Install

$800

Lift

$330
Total

$17,510

Front Entry
2x4 grey acoustical baffles 13” tall

6 units

$200 ea.

$1,200

4x84 grey air walls

4 units

$190 ea.

$760

Install

$200
Total

Terms:

½ Down to start. ½ when installed

Thank you for the opportunity
Jason Kortman Quell Acoustics

$2,160

Oct 12, 2020
Quote for GT Senior Center
Acoustical Baffles and Panels
Contact Rod Weersing

Workout Room

4x84 Air walls grey

units 13

$190. ea.

$2,470

Install

$400

Lift

$165
Total $3,035
will do this room no
cost to you

Bid Opening
Bid Date:

February 5, 2021

Bid Time:

Owner:

Georgetown Charter Township

Project Title:

Baldwin Entrance Property Maintenance 2021-2022

10:00 AM

Contractor

Year 1

Year 2

Total

DeVries Landscape

$5,173.00

$5,173.00

$10,346.00

Priest Lawn Care

$10,020.00

$10,200.00

$20,220.00

Georgetown Charter Township, 1515 Baldwin St., Jenison, MI 49428
Phone: (616) 457-2340 www.georgetown-mi.gov

Print & Digital Expenditures
Library
Branch District
Redford Public
East Lansing
Gross Pointe
Chippewa River
Portage District

Population

Print

Digital

Total

46,905
48,362
48,579
51,133
51,640
52,170

106,427
127,598
147,508
308,195
133,495
266,902

43,799
51,302
118,000
202,691
53,318
228,683

150,226
178,900
265,508
510,886
186,813
495,585

