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From: Daniel Carlton
To: Mannette Minier
Subject: FW: Disturbing of Peace Noise Ordinance Ignored
Date: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 1:26:20 PM

Please include on the next utility committee.
Dan
 

 
From: Dawn Southwick [mailto:dnsouthwick@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2016 11:33 AM
To: Township Board Members <Board@georgetown-mi.gov>
Cc: sarayerrick@gmail.com
Subject: Disturbing of Peace Noise Ordinance Ignored
 
Hello and good day to everyone. I live on Port Sheldon at 40th. A bit before we purchased our
 home here there was a 4way stop at the intersection of 40th and Port Sheldon. That created a
 perfect traffic flow for the residential area that it is. Now that it has been a few years since the
 light was installed we live on a highway. 
 
There are loud fast driving semi, double semi, tanker, tractor trailer pulling heavy equipment
 trucks, dirt trucks, double dirt trucks, waste trucks, and so many more (videos I have represent
 them all) that go by our homes every 3-5 minutes all day long. 
 
At night while we are sleeping they are a little less, about every 15 minutes to half an hour. If
 there were no trucks at night it would be very quiet, I have video to prove such. 
 
Our neighbors are tired of it. Our homes shake, the art on our walls move. Our windows rattle.
 The season does not matter - the trucks are here. 
 
I contacted the OCSD and had someone out here. I was advised there are no truck routes, it is
 a free for all. With the amount of citizens and residential property increases over the years -
 traffic speed and trucks have yet to be addressed by any form of local government. This area
 is not rural anymore. 
 
I would like to live in the peaceful community I deserve to live in. My neighbors and our
 children would like to as well. 
 
As the Township board where I pay property taxes I would like your direction in how to get
 this problem solved. There is a noise ordinance in place. I can hire an Attorney, it is my plan
 we have Attorney coverage so it won't cost me anything. But then I don't feel it fair to
 blindside anyone. I as well can gather more residents than I already have to solve this as a
 group if need be. 
 

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=DD10B98374DD47DF909C89195AB62977-DCARLTON
mailto:mminier@georgetown-mi.gov


My parents and guests that have come to my home have been appauled for the last few years
 since the tremendous increase in these trucks and the speed they go. The noise and
 anxiety they create is not healthy. Having conversations in my home you can hear the trucks
 over voices, the TV and yes we have new windows. Having conversations on our porch is not
 possible. We can't ever enjoy the outdoors. A friend who is a business owner pumping lots of
 money into advertising to TV 8 has offered to get them out here to my home to do a story.
 Literally to do a story on "the homes on the highway" was the comment. 
 
As a board I'm asking for your direction to a quick solution. I'm aware that other townships
 have created truck free roads in the residential sections that have had the same problem. I'm
 not requesting all of Port Sheldon be affected just where our homes are close to the
 road. With this e-mail communication I'm requesting your assistance to a solution and
 documenting the attempts I have made. 
 
Any one of you are very very welcome to come to my home and experience what we do to
 understand the true magnitude. I would actually appreciate the effort to understand the
 citizens concerns. 
 
Please don't make me have to involve the media, please. I really don't want to, but I will and
 have to soon because it is out of control. Port Sheldon may be a main road but it is not an M
 road, there are designated highways and interstates for this kind of traffic. In fact in CA it's
 illegal for tankers to drive on streets with schools. Alward has a curve that tankers and the rest
 of the semis whip around at 45mph+++. This is just as much a safety issue as it is disturbing
 the peace. Some of our yards are very small in the front since the road got widened. That
 means one slip and the trucks will be IN our homes. I'm sure with all the Federal regulations
 out there the small distance between our yard and the double tankers has to be illegal.
 My Attorney will hire a engineer to figure all that out if we must go that route. 
 
The sad thing about all this is we moved here from Kent County and used to enjoy
 inviting people over to our home there. We did here too see the cute spot we moved too. Now
 it's an embarrassment. Georgetown township is an embarrassment to all of the guests us
 residents in this section invite to our homes and it could be so much more. It could be
 amazing. Beautifying Chicago Drive will do nothing if when residents have company over its
 embarrassing. 
 
Thank you for your time, I hope to hear from one or all of you soon. Again my door is open to
 see for yourself the seriousness of this communication. 
 
Kind Regards,
 
 
Dawn Noonan-Southwick
616-821-1874
4017 Port Sheldon



 
 
 
 
April 22, 2016 
 
Mr. Joel Hanenburg 
Georgetown Charter Township 
PO Box 769 
Jenison, MI 49429 
 
RE: Proposal for Georgetown Charter Township - Water Supply System Asset Management 
Services 
 
Dear Joel: 
 
Prein&Newhof is pleased to submit this proposal for Asset Management Services for your 
community’s water supply system.  The scope of this project is to create a foundational Asset 
Management Plan that will efficiently meet the current requirements and allow you to add 
data/functionality as time and resources allow in the future. 
 

Project Understanding 

Michigan’s Safe Drinking Water Act was recently amended with additional General Plan 
requirements for Community Water Supplies such that communities serving more than 1,000 
people shall implement an asset management program by January 1, 2018 for all functionally and 
financially significant assets. In accordance with the requirements, the Asset Management Plan 
shall include: 
 

• A pipe and non-pipe assets inventory. 

• A methodology for assessing the criticality of each asset considering the likelihood and 

consequence of failure. 

• A statement of level of service goals. 

• An updated 5 and 20 year Capital Improvement Plan. 

• A financial plan showing how rates and other funding will provide sufficient resources to 

implement the asset management program. 

 
Your community seeks to comply with the new requirements of Michigan’s Safe Drinking Water 
Act by creating an Asset Management Plan for their Community Water Supply that will allow the 
community to more cost-effectively manage its aging water infrastructure and ensure the long-
term sustainability of the water system for its residents. 

  

Scope of Services   
 
Task 1:  Inventory and Condition Assessment 
 
System assets generally include the following: 
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• Water Supply – wells, pump stations, booster stations, interconnecting pipes/meters, 
interconnect control valves, and transmission mains. 
 

• Treatment – plants, pumps, specific process components, and chlorination equipment. 
 

• Storage – above ground storage tanks.Buildings – structural buildings housing treatment 
facilities and site infrastructure. 

 

• Distribution – distribution mains, valves, and hydrants. (does not include services) 
 

• Electrical and Communications – SCADA and control panels. 
 
We propose to: 
 

a. Use your most recent Water Reliability Study (WRS) and the electronic version of the 
model used in the study to help populate your pipe asset inventory. 
 

b. Obtain a copy of your recent Sanitary Survey completed by the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) to initiate the population of your non-pipe asset 
inventory. 

 
c. Meet with your utility staff to review the asset inventory and advise you on how to 

populate any required additional information or anything else you may want to include in 
your Asset Management Plan.  Examples of required information include, purchase or 
installation year, purchase price, risk of failure rating, consequence of failure rating, and 
material.  

 
d. If necessary, a second meeting will occur to obtain any additional information based on 

your institutional knowledge of the system.  
 

Task 2:  Criticality, Risk of Failure, Consequence of Failure, and Level of Service 
We plan to work with your staff to develop level of service goals and to assess criticality, 
considering their failure risk and consequence of failure.   
 
This involves the following: 
 

a. When we meet with your utility staff to discuss your inventory, we can cover your level 
of service goals.  This can include a focus on domestic and fire flows, existing and future 
service districts, available pressures, system reliability, redundancy, leaks in the system, 
water quality concerns, staffing, and other service goals for the system. 
 

b. We will guide your staff in assigning risk and consequence of failure ratings for each 
asset.  We use these ratings to create a criticality map in GIS. (We have not included on-
site condition assessments or inspections in the current scope of services.)  
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Task 3:  Prepare Asset Management Plan 

This is where we review your current revenue structure, develop your 5 and 20 year Capital 
Improvement Plans and develop a summary report of our findings to support your Asset 
Management Plan.  
 
We plan to team with Tom Traciak and his firm H.J. Umbaugh & Associates for the Financial 
Plan work. Umbaugh is a CPA firm specializing in bond financing and rate studies.  Tom, as well 
as Umbaugh as a firm, is registered with the SEC as Municipal Advisors, which means they are 
able to model future debt scenarios as necessary.  Umbaugh will review the current budget and 
will forecast revenue requirements in support of the future capital cost identified through the 
asset management evaluation. 
 
We recommend the following steps in collaboration with a financial consultant: 
 

a. Meet with your appropriate Township staff to discuss the results of tasks 1 and 2 and 
develop a 5 and 20 year Capital Improvement Plan.  
 

b. Meet with Umbaugh to evaluate your current rate structure, O&M costs, and your goals 
to prepare a financial plan/policy for implementing the Asset Management Plan. 
 

c. Create an Asset Management Plan including:    
o Water Distribution System Map 
o Pipe Assets Summary 
o Non-pipe Assets Summary 
o Criticality Map methodology summary 
o Statement of Level of Service Goals 
o 5 and 20 year Capital Improvement Plan  
o Financial Plan/Policy 

 

Fees and Schedule 

Prein&Newhof proposes to perform the services described above for a lump sum amount of 
$22,000.  We can begin work immediately upon authorization. To get started, please sign and 
date the attached Professional Services Agreement and send a signed copy to me. 
 
Prein&Newhof appreciates the opportunity to provide you with this proposal.  Please contact me 
if you have any questions by phone (616)394-0200, or by email kbosma@preinnewhof.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Prein&Newhof 

 
Kenneth A. Bosma, P.E. 
 
KAB/kab 
 
Enclosures:  Professional Services Agreement (2 pg.) Terms & Conditions (3 pg.) 













Township Board Policy 2016-01 
Georgetown Township Board Ordered Sidewalk and Non-Motorized Path Installation Policy 

 Adopted by the Township Board on   with motion     
 
PURPOSE. 
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish procedures for Township Board ordered installation of sidewalks 
or non-motorized paths.   
 
STATEMENT OF POLICY. 
 
The Georgetown Township Board adopted the Sidewalk Ordinance in 2000.  The ordinance requires the 
installation of sidewalks or 8 foot non-motorized paths (along designated streets listed in the ordinance) 
for new development or developments which receive substantial additions or improvements.  In addition, 
the ordinance gives the Board the authority to order the installation of sidewalks or paths on existing 
developments for the health, safety and welfare of the residents.   
 
The ordinance further provides that any sidewalks or 8 foot non-motorized paths ordered by the Township 
Board to be constructed shall be as per the Township specifications and shall be at the sole cost and 
responsibility of the owner of the property adjacent to the required sidewalk. 
 
At the July and August 2009 meetings, the Utilities Committee discussed and determined to proceed with 
ordering the installation and construction of sidewalks or paths as per the authority granted in the Sidewalk 
Ordinance, in areas of the township reasonably necessary to connect existing sidewalks in order to protect 
the health, safety or welfare of the residents of the township.  All sidewalk and non-motorized path 
construction ordered to be completed by the Township Board were to be at the sole cost and 
responsibility of the owner of the property adjacent to the required sidewalk or path.   
 
IMPLEMENTATION. 
 
The Georgetown Township Superintendent is responsible to implement the procedures detailed herein after 
the Township Board has ordered the installation of sidewalks or non-motorized paths as per this policy. 
 
PROCEDURES.  
 
1. When the Township Board determines that sidewalks or non-motorized paths shall be installed in an 

area it deems reasonably necessary in order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of 
the Township, the installation shall be ordered in concurrence with the ordinance relative to where 
sidewalks shall be installed and where non-motorized paths should be installed.  In any area where 
sidewalks are required to be installed, the Township Board, at its discretion, may order the installation 
of non-motorized paths. 

2. The cost for the sidewalk or non-motorized path shall be paid in the following manner: 
 

Options: 
a. Property owners may petition for a special assessment for the project. 
b. Property owners may petition for a special assessment for the project with the Township to pay a 

percentage. 
c. Property owner agrees to an assessment and hires an approved contractor who bills the Township 

and the Township collects the assessment from the property owner over a ten year period at 6% 
interest. 



d. The Township installs the sidewalk and the property owner is billed at large (everyone pays; 
people who install their own pay twice).   

e. Installation shall be by the property own at the sole cost of the property owner. 
f. If the Township needs right-of-way on the street, the determined amount of right-of-way is deeded 

to the Township/Ottawa County Road Commission and the Township pays for the installation.   
 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
This policy shall become effective on October 1, 2015. 
 
 




